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MetalFX® Design Hints & Tips
Use the Action Sets

You can use the action sets on the MetalFX® CD in Photoshop® to convert onscreen colours into MetalFX®.  This 
automatically puts the metallic into the most effective areas, giving really striking results. 

Include Contrast

We recommend, however, to include contrast in your images between MetalFX® and non-MetalFX® colours.
The MetalFX® channel is fully editable and we recommend deleting or enhancing areas.   It is advised to make 

approximately 40% of the image MetalFX®, leaving the rest as standard CMYK colour.   This makes the
metallic colour more striking as it is printed next to standard colour.  Below is an example of how to achieve this:

1) Open a CMYK image in Photoshop® 

2) Load the Action Sets provided on the MetalFX® CD for Adobe Photoshop®

3) Create a clipping path around the desired metallic areas

4) Play the action (the computer will generate a metallic channel)

5) Make a selection from the clipping path, inverse and press delete to clear the unwanted metallic

The MetalFX® Base channel should look like the sample channel below.

With the MetalFX® "Swatch Match" option it is possible to create a MetalFX® channel,
then change the colour of the image quickly and efficiently.
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MetalFX® Design Hints & Tips (3)
Tint Panels

On another level, solid blocks of MetalFX® colours (e.g. golds, silvers and blues) chosen from the MetalFX® swatch book 
can be used subtly to make print look very stylish.  

It can often be beneficial to use only a limited number of metallics from the swatch book, 
such as blends from gold to silver.

USE SPECIALFX

Increase creativity with SpecialFX™, such as LiteFX™ and HoloFX™.  These can add a unique feature to print, and again 
are easy to produce using the MFX® software and the base silver ink.  See pages 29-31 of the MetalFX® User Guide.
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MetalFX® Design Hints & Tips (4)
Visualise Metallics Onscreen

You can then visulalize you artwork onscreen with PrintDevizor, bringing all the colours and effects you include alive in 3D 
environments with true light conditions.

Other print finishes such as foil blocking, embossing and UV varnish can also be achieved.  MetalFX® brings you this truly 
impressive way to communicate print concepts in pitches, presentations, websites and e-mails.

Contact us for further information.
Tel: +44 (0)1943 884888

Vector-based Graphics

Select the areas to be made metallic and duplicate them with a zero offset.  Colour the duplicate elements up as
"MFX - Base" which is the only spot colour in the MetalFX® swatch palette and then set to "overprint" in the

"Attributes" table.  If you are using Adobe® Illustrator® you can take advantage of the "Overprint Preview" option, which 
will show the actual effects onscreen (view menu).  Saving the graphic as an EPS will allow you to place the EPS in a

page layout program i.e. Quark Xpress™.
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